
Dear Parents and Carers,

This week, we celebrated Odd Socks Day and had lots of fun talking about friendship –

what it means to be kind, how to share, and how to look after each other. The children

really enjoyed sharing their ideas and showing how they can be good friends.

We also explored Road Safety Week, learning about how to stay safe when crossing

the road and why it’s important to hold hands and look both ways. Thank you for

supporting these important conversations at home too!

Next week, is World Nursery Rhyme Week, where we will be focussing on five nursery

rhymes for the week.  You should have also received notification about two fabulously

festive events coming up - the farm on wheels and festive stay and play.

Thank you for your continued support – it makes such a difference to the children’s

learning and happiness. Have a lovely weekend!

Kind Regards,

Hannah Firmstone

Early Years Lead & SENCo
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As we head towards the colder months and the weather begins to

change, we want to reassure all families that we have clear plans in

place to keep everyone safe.

Our caretaker Dillon will be on site early each morning and during icy or

snowy conditions, making it a priority to clear and grit a safe path for

children, families and staff to enter and exit the school and nursery.

Keeping access routes safe is our first step in ensuring a smooth and

secure start to the day.

Please also remember that we have a Nursery Closure Information page

on our website. This outlines how we will communicate any closures or

adjustments to the school day and is kept updated throughout the winter

season. We encourage all parents and carers to familiarise themselves

with this page so you know exactly where to look should any urgent

announcements be required.

https://www.oakengatesnurseryschool.co.uk/parents-area/useful-

information/extraordinary-school-and-nursery-closure 

Thank you for your continued support in helping us keep our nursery

community safe and informed.

Stay warm and take care!
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Important Information for Preschool  Parents: Reception School Admissions

As we begin preparations for next September, we would really appreciate it if you

could let us know when and where you have applied for your child’s Reception or

Year 3 place. This helps us to support families, plan transition arrangements and

ensure we can provide the right guidance over the coming months.

Please let us know by completing the MS Form link:

 https://forms.office.com/e/sHykVWy5WD

Starting primary school is a significant milestone for your child’s learning and

development. Children usually begin the Reception year at primary school at the

start of September following their fourth birthday.

Parents must apply for a Reception place by 15 January 2026.

If a child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), the application closing

date is 31 October 2025. You are strongly advised to apply to four local schools,

including your nearest or catchment school.

You can check your nearest/catchment area school using the Catchment Area

School Finder Tool.

Please read the Guide to Primary School Admissions to understand the application

process and how places are offered: School Admissions Primary School Booklet 
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https://telford-gis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/InformationLookup/index.html?appid=c054de06394c43038b129035cf55ebbd
https://telford-gis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/InformationLookup/index.html?appid=c054de06394c43038b129035cf55ebbd
https://www.telford.gov.uk/media/0wwhf5x0/guide-to-primary-school-admissions-2026-2027.pdf
https://www.telford.gov.uk/media/0wwhf5x0/guide-to-primary-school-admissions-2026-2027.pdf


We are excited to inform you we will be hosting a Festive Stay and Play and

Christmas singalong session that we hope will bring lots of joy and excitement to

our nursery community.

Thursday 11  and Friday 12  December.th th

The session will include a variety of interactive learning stations with engaging activities,

including sensory play experiences, where all children can take part in an age-appropriate

way. Some of the exciting activities planned are:

Small World Nativity: A fun and imaginative way for children to explore the nativity

scene.

Playdough: Children will have the chance to create their own gingerbread men or other

festive shapes.

Nativity Dressing-up Clothes: Children can dress up as their favourite nativity

characters.

Decorating decorations: Using paint and glitter, children will decorate shapes for the

Christmas tree.

Christmas Crafts: Festive sewing, Father Christmas hats.

Sensory Tray: Children can explore festive sights, smells, sounds and touches.

Making Crowns: Like the three kings, children will create their own crowns for a royal

celebration.

Christingles: A special craft where children will create their own Christingles.

At the end of the Stay and Play session, all rooms will come together to sing some

Christmas songs around our Christmas tree. Song sheets will be available for parents and

carers, so everyone can join in the festive cheer!

We look forward to sharing this special time with you and your child, and we hope you will

join us for a fun-filled, memorable event.

FESTIVE STAY
AND PLAY

FESTIVE STAY
AND PLAY



We’re delighted to celebrate World Nursery Rhyme Week next week! 

Monday 24  - Friday 28  November 2025. th th

This week will highlight the crucial role of nursery rhymes in developing

language, literacy, phonological awareness, memory, motor skills, and

emotional confidence in young learners. This year’s official 'Rhyme-a-Day'

challenge encourages us to explore one rhyme each day. 

The five featured rhymes for 2025 are:

Sing a Song of Sixpence

Humpty Dumpty

When I Was One 

I Hear Thunder

Two Little Dickie Birds 

These rhymes will be used daily in nursery through sing-alongs, sound

play, and movement—building vocabulary, rhythm, listening skills, and

motor co-ordination.
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Nursery Rhyme of the Week 
Click on the image below to access the rhyme!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/z6sxwty


SEND NEWSSEND NEWS

The latest SEND newsletter is now available.
Click on the image below 

to access the page.

Click on the logo below for more information.

The Telford Children’s Autism Hub is available to children and young

people aged 0-18, and their families, offering support for those with a

formal diagnosis of  Autism. 

They now also provide pre-diagnostic support for families who are on

the Autism assessment pathway.

https://news.comms.telford.gov.uk/2E474E0D412E01ED1624BEC5D027F6C3F89B82270BBA04C32BB523D83E5CC9EA/632B8D98F816B0AE50F29AEDB9BEBD74/VIB
https://www.telfordautismhub.org.uk/childrens-autism-hub


SEND NEWSSEND NEWS
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Congratulations 

to 

Toddler Room

for winning this week’s Attendance Award with:

96% attendance.

Establishing good attendance habits is so important for

school readiness. 

Coming to nursery every day helps children build routines,

develop friendships, and make the most of every learning

opportunity. 

Thank you for supporting your child’s attendance – it really

makes a difference!



Date Event

23 - 29  Novemberrd th World Nursery Rhyme Week

Friday 5  Decemberth
       Farm On Wheels

Thursday 11  and
Friday 12  December

th

th Festive Stay and Play

Wednesday 17
December

th Christmas Jumper Day
& Christmas Dinner Day

Friday 19  Decemberth End of the autumn term for term
time children.

Monday 22  - Tuesday
23rd December

nd

Holiday Club

Tuesday 6  Januaryth Start of the Spring Term

KEY DATESKEY DATES



The office operates from Monday to Thursday, with opening hours from 
7:30 AM to 3:45 PM.

On Fridays, the office closes earlier, at 1:00 PM.
Should you need assistance or have any inquiries outside of these hours,

you can call the out-of-hours phone on 07340 751171. 

This ensures that support or urgent matters can be attended to even
when the office is closed.

Click on the image to access our facebook page.
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https://www.facebook.com/p/Oakengates-Nursery-100057250758003/?_rdr


Being a parent is one of the most difficult tasks there is; most families need
support at times to help their children and young people thrive, and our

ambition is for every family in our borough to receive the right help and the
right time, with our community offer having a particular focus on providing

advice and assistance at the earliest possible stage as and when
challenges arise.

Our Family Hubs offer has expanded, and we are pleased to share the
latest developments and opportunities available to families.

We offer daily drop-in sessions across Telford where families can access
support without the need for referrals or pre-booked appointments. Parents
and carers are very welcome to attend if they are looking for information,
advice, support or guidance around any aspect of family life. Should our

friendly practitioners not have an immediate answer, we will follow up with
them promptly.

The drop-in locations and times are as follows:
Monday: Dawley Town Hall, 10:00am – 12:00noon

Tuesday: Silver Birch Family Hub, Sutton Hill / Hub on the Hill (alternate
weeks) 10:00am – 12:00noon (term time)

Wednesday: Southwater Library (Children’s Section), 09:30am –
12:00noon

Thursday: Arleston Community Centre, Wellington, 10:00am – 12:00noon
The Hub, Newport, 10:00am – 12:00noon

Friday: Donnington Community Hub (Damson Family Hub), 9:30am –
11:30am
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Telford Public Health Nursing
Service

Healthy you, Healthy Future

Telephone Number 
0333 358 3328

 

Text 07520 619 053 
 

School nurse 07520 619 051
Follow on twitter 
@ShropPHNurse 

Open 9am-4.30pm 
excluding bank holidays  

Check out the Better Health,
Healthier families website!

 

This useful website has food facts,
recipes, activities and information of

children’s weight. 
 

HTTPS://WWW.NHS.UK/HEALTHIER-
FAMILIES/ 

 

Parents Opening Doors
‘Together we can make a difference’

https://www.podstelford.org/
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